H6 TORONTO STARSATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 2015

>HOMES & CONDOS

ON ON2

> OPEN HOUSE

See whates available ,, and for how
much ,, with a selection of GTA Open
Houses compiled by Allison Harness

Regal Heights

Location:73 Regal Rd.,

Davenport Rd. and Dufferin St.

Type: 2-1/2 -storey detached; 4 + 1
bedrooms; 5 bathrooms

Asking price:$2,975,000

Open house:Saturday and Sunday
2-4 p.m.

Listing agents: Christian Vermast,
Paul Maranger, and Fran Bennet
Sothebyes International Realty Cang
da, Brokerage, 416-960-9995;
trilogyagents.com

West Rouge

Location:38 Winter Gardens Trall,
Lawrence Ave. E. and Port Union Rd
Type: two-storey detached; 3 bed-
rooms; 3 bathrooms

Asking price:$499,900

Open houseSaturday, 2-4 p.m.
Listing agent: Sophia Tan, Prudential
Achievers Realty, Brokerage,
416-417-4488; sophiatan.com

Richmond Hill
Location:75 Weldrick Rd. E., Unit 824
Weldrick Rd. E. and Bayview Ave.
Type:two-storey stacked condo town-
house; 2 bedrooms; 2 bathrooms
Asking price:$299,999

Open house:Saturday and Sunday|
2-4 p.m.

Listing agentsDaniel Bloch and Justir)
Neuville, Harvey Kalles Real Estat
Brokerage, 416-441-2888;
teambloch.com

Port Perry

Location:261 Stephenson Point Rd.,
Island Rd. and Stephenson Point Rd.
Type: detached bungalow on the wa:
terfront; 2 bedrooms; 2 bathrooms
Asking price:$549,900

Open house:Saturday and Sunday
2-4 p.m.

Listing agent: Dianne Hooker, Cold-
well Banker R.M.R. Real Estate, B
kerage, 905-985-7351; dhooker.ca

Whitby/Brooklin
Location:645 Townline Rd. W.,
Townline Rd. W. and Ashburn Rd.

Type:two-storey detached; 5 + 1 bedt

rooms; 4 bathrooms

Asking price:$1,089,000
Open houseSunday, 2-4 p.m.
Listing agentaBill Little, Coldwell Bank-
er R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage,
905-430-6655; cbrmr.com

Mimico

Location: 2240 Lake Shore Blvd. W,
Unit 3404,

Lake Shore Blvd. W. and Legion Rd.
Type: condo unit in a highrise; 2 +
bedrooms; 2 bathrooms

Asking price:$539,000

Open houseSaturday, 2-4 p.m.
Listing agent: Michael Kelly, Sutton
Group Realty Systems Inc., Brokerag
905-896-3333;
Michaelkellyhomes.com.

Compiled from publicly available in-
formation. Please contact listing agent
to confirm before attending any open

Nurturing romance, roses and bald

Botanical gardens foster
surprising results and
will play key role in future

Mark
Cullen

We started our trip last week in
Australia with a tour of the Royal
Botanic Gardens of Melbourne and
Sydney.

This week, lem going to take you to
aplace closer to home with a visit to
anew botanical garden located in
one of the most unlikely places:
Omaha, Neb.

The Lauritzen Gardens ,, Omahass
b Botanical Center took me entirely
"by surprise. | was in the American

Midwest early last spring and, with a
free day on my hands, googled *bo-
tanical gardensZ hoping to find
some wide-open, green spaces near
the urban centre. The Lauritzen
Gardens popped up and off | went to
the southeast corner of the city and
achunk of land nestled next to the
wide, open Missouri River.

The garden is in a gorgeous, 87-
acre natural setting. As | ap-
proached the grand, glassed-in
entrance, a tour train snaked quietly
past me. It was one of those rubber-
wheeled jobs, with commentary
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of plants were arranged among the
rocks to appeal to all of the senses. |
encourage you to visit the newly
renovated version of the Rock Gar-
den later this year ,, it is slated to
open late this spring. Details at
rbg.ca.

The formal gardens are a small
part of the overall geography of the
RBG.

Located on over 2,000 acres, the
diverse and complex piece of real
estate can be explored any time of
year. Walking and bike paths wind
through mature forested areas,
streams rush down hillsides and the
amazing body of water known as
Cootes Paradise breathes with an
abundance of wildlife. This past
season there was a nesting family of
bald eagles at Cootes. Imagine that!

The RBG stands alone in this prov-
ince ,, indeed in the country ,, as an
example of what can be done with
foresight, imagination and the will
to push an aggressive dream
through to reality. Such a place is
not created quickly; it is handed
down from one generation to anoth-
er, each putting their own stamp on
it as it grows, matures and becomes
woven into the fabric of the greater
community. Such is the RBG today,
80 years after the first shovel of soil
was turned.

The Royal Botanical Gardens in Burlington takes up a massive 2,000 acre¥/hat have we learned? As | re-

piped through a speaker system, and This year, it boasts a newly renovated Rock Garden.

perfect for people who want to
enjoy a leisurely ride round the
property.

I chose to walk, as the property is
quite manageable by foot and |
wanted to take my time to explore.
The gardens feature a huge rose
garden; a formal eruinsZ complete
with perennials and a formal, struc-
tured parterre; a childrenss garden
(with programs for youngsters);
perennial borders and the most
impressive gently curving walk
flanked by large flowering crabapple
trees in full and glorious bloom. |
was fortunate to be there on the
very day that the crab flowers were
at their peak.

I took my time over a fine lunch in
the restaurant and wandered up to
the top of a hill to inspect some
original steam-powered train en-
gines from days gone by. This trib-
ute to the old west was a bonus ,,
the gardens themselves were worth
the visit on their own. Were they
worth a special visit to Omaha? For
me? Definitely.

The Lauritzen is only 20 years old.
By usual standards it is a very young
garden, indeed. It was the great
18th-century British landscape
architect Capability Brown who said
that a garden should be designed to
peak in 200 years. This garden has
lots of time to meet Mr. Brownes
standards and | believe that it will.
You and I, unfortunately, wonst be
around to witness it.

e

Royal Botanical Gardens, Bur-
lington: Closer to home, we have a

> QUESTION OF THE WEE

| received a pot of flowering
paperwhites. Where should
| keep them in my home?

The blooms will last longer if they
are not directly in line with the
warm, drying air from heat vents.
Put them in a cool spot, such as a
cold room, overnight to prolong
the blossoming period by several
days or a week. Once the blooms
have finished, keep them watered
sufficiently to maintain healthy
foliage and nurture the bulbs until
you can plant them in the ground
when the soil thaws. They will
bring your garden to life next
spring.

b

and the most extensive rose collec-

ltes impressive to see familiggpin the province.
seniors and tourists who arerhis year, the RBG boasts a newly

touched by experiences visjfi

botanical gardens

world-class example of a botanical
garden in Burlington, on the Hamil-
ton border. The Royal Botanical
Gardens (RBG) is located on a mas-
sive piece of real estate that contrib-
utes significantly to the economy
and the ecology of the cities. Resi-
dents there are very familiar with

the formal gardens, Leslie Laking

Iris garden, the childrenes garden,

ated Rock Garden, with a

that is tied in with romance,
wedding proposals, ceremonies and
the classic hand-in-hand quality
time that couples of all ages enjoy.
That it now has a tender focus is a
bit of a miracle since the Rock Gar-
den rose from the remnants of a
gravel pit. It was left quite a mess
and then, 80 years ago, the pit be-
came the focal point of the garden
by way of an aggressive design that
takes full advantage of the land-

flect on the impact each one of these
amazing gardens has on its commu-
nity and country, | am impressed by
the families and seniors and tourists
who are touched by their experienc-
es there. And then | think about our
future as people.

I read recently that doctors are
becoming concerned about a new
generation developing physical
maladies caused by constantly
looking down while texting and
emailing. Chronically sore necks,
stooped shoulders . . . possibly early
onset osteoporosis? | mention this
as an example of how our society is
changing.

It is true, we communicate very
differently than we did just 10 years
ago. We continue to speed things up,
by pushing a button or sliding our
finger over a glass screen.

Yet, in the next decades, our soci-
ety will be much more in need of
botanical gardens. As sure as but-
terflies fly, the scent of a rose in-
spires poetry and the flight of a bald
eagle causes us to stop, breathless,
we will need botanical gardens and
all that they represent.

Next week: why botanical gardens
started in the first place and how
Toronto may become the home to
the worldes newest version of a
botanical garden. Stay tuned.

Mark Cullenis an expert gardener,
author, broadcaster and garden editor of
Reno and Decor magazine. Get his free
monthly newsletter at markcullen.com,
and watch him orCTV Canada AMvery
Wednesday at 8:45 a.m. Follow him on

scapess changes in elevation. MassesTwitter @MarkCullen4 and Facebook.

"Midtown location, local amenities motivate buy

EXPANSIONrom H1

Located on the western edge of the
Forest Hill neighbourhood, just
south of Eglinton, the community is
family-friendly with schools and
parks, as well as restaurants and
shops within walking distance. The
subway is nearby and the Eglinton
Crosstown LRT construction is un-
derway.

*Perhaps more to the step-up buyer
than to any other segment of the
condo market, location matters,Z
says Circa principal Neil Spiegel.
*This buyer is looking to be part of an
established neighbourhood and to
enjoy what classic communities like
Forest Hill have to offer.

*A midtown location with an urban
feel, buyers are motivated equally by
the local amenities ,, which include
nearby parks, shops and cafés, and
local schools, as by its proximity to
the downtown core, convenient
commute and easy access to public
transit.

The condo, Spiegel adds, will offer
«the convenience of condo living,

' with the intimacy of a neighbour-
hood home.Z

Barone agrees, happy that her com-

1mute to work downtown wonet be a

Hardwood floors, high ceilings and designer cabinets are among the

features at 1733 Bathurst.

>1733 BATHURST
BY CIRCA

Location:1733 Bathurst St., south
of Eglinton Ave.

Design:architect ,, Solares Archi-
tecture; interior design ,, Mazen
Studio

Units: 8

Pricing: $649,000 to $749,000
Info: circabuilt.com/1733-bathurst;
416-588-3286. Email: info@circa-
built.com. Sales centre (by ap-
pointment only) at 672 Dupont St.,
Ste. 101.

long one. Shess also pleased to have

found a place that feels like a house

als wesre using are what yousd expect
in a renovated Victorian house.

*And the pricing is more approach-
able to people with condo budgets,
and the space is more suitable for
raising a family,Z he adds.

Concern for the environment
shows at 1733 Bathurst with green
features including recycled, filtered
water. Circa has also maintained the
buildingss 1930s-era, red-brick fa-
cade so that its esthetic remains that
of the neighbourhood.

They drew their inspiration for the
condo conversion from Europe, and
cities like Paris, Barcelona and New
Yorkes Manhattan borough where
homeowners are in the majority
those who buy flats.

*We represent a niche where peo-
ple can have that custom-home ex-
perience in condo form,Z says John-
sen. «lts a very different experience
than coming home to a 300-unit
building where its impersonal, like
walking through the door of a casino
or something.Z

Ontarioes building and growth pol-
icy, outlined in the Places to Grow
plan released by the province in
2005, dictates intensification rather
than development on open land. And
that, says George Carras, president of
RealNet Canada Inc., is partly re-
sponsible for the birth of the step-up

(two of the suites will have their own around you as opposed to the ameni- with adequate school zones and re- homebuyer demographic.

street entrances, while the others
Cwill share outside access doors).

ties in the building.Z
Evan Johnsen, also a principal at

lated amenities.
eleve heard of the frustrations peo-

*Developers can only build what
consumers can afford and what gov-

*Being on one level makes it func- Circa, says purchasers such as Bar-ple have expressed about condos be-ernment lets them,Z says Carras of
coming smaller and smaller,Z says the current trend to build condo-

tional with kids in the future. Its like
being in a house. but youere not, and
not paying the prices of homes in
that area. Itss like having a little piece

house. Send upcoming open house
listings to soldhome@rogers.

of the pie in a very good area and
being able to enjoy the amenities

one and her fiancé are underserved
by the cityes current housing market:
Theyere a matured demographic
with lifestyle needs that have devel-
oped from single-person dwellings
to quieter, uptown neighbourhoods

Johnsen.

*The level of finishing weere provid-
ing in these units is significantly
more thoughtful than what lsve seen
in highrise construction. The materi-

minium towers with hundreds of
units. sIntensification has caused ex-
treme conditions in form, size and
price. The affordability gap is wid-
ening.Z



