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SNAPSHOT:

First Canadian Place is the tallest
building in Toronto, at 72 storeys, 298
metres. Here’s how some of the city’s
most prestigious new condominium
developments stack up:
Aura at College Park
Number of storeys: 75
Height in metres: 243
Square footage of penthouse: To be
determined
1 Bloor
Number of storeys: 80
Height in metres: 281 (including “fins”)
Square footage of penthouse: 7,500
Trump International
Hotel & Tower Toronto
Number of storeys: 57
Height in metres 281.545
(including spire)
Square footage of penthouse: 7,799
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Who’s got the

BIGGEST?

Sky’s the limit in TO’s booming condo market
LINDA WHITE
Special to Sun Media

I

t’s often been said that size doesn’t
matter, a belief shared through any
number of adages: “It’s not the size of
the dog in the fight, it’s the size of the
fight in the dog” or “It’s not the size of
the ship but the motion of the ocean.”
But condominium developers in
Toronto aren’t buying. They’re scaling
new heights with claims to fame that
might just land them in a Guinness
Book of Toronto Records (if such a publication existed). Just look at a sampling
of the statements issued by some of the
industry’s biggest players:
“The first Trump property to be built
in Canada, Trump International Hotel
& Tower Toronto will be one of the
tallest buildings in the country when
completed. [It’s] the first time in an entire generation that a residential complex of such grandeur, scope and design
will rise in the heart of downtown
Toronto.”
Or: “One Bloor easily broke all sales
records for new condominiums. The
last time the city saw anything like it
was when teenagers slept outside the
arena in the early 1960s in the hope of
getting a ticket to the first Beatles concert.”
Are the city’s newest developments
living up to the hype? Here are some
statistics to help you decide.

Biggest building: Aura at College Park
Aura, the third phase of Canderel
Stoneridge's Residences at College Park,
will be built at the northwest corner of
Yonge and Gerrard Streets. The 75storey tower claims to be the largest
mixed-use residential building in Canada, reaching 243 metres and boasting
1.1 million square feet of living space –
more than 500 condo suites – and an additional 190,000 square feet of retail.
Other claims to fame: The developer
initiated an independent design review
after its original application to surpass
the city's 40-storey limit failed. In the
end, Aura will be unique in that it was
designed by committee. Sales are expected to begin in early 2008.

Tallest building: Trump International Hotel &
Tower Toronto

Aura will be home to 1.1 million square feet of residential space.
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Never one to be outdone, The Donald
trumped the condo market with claims
that his property is the tallest currently
on the drawing board. The property will
stand 281.545 metres tall, including a
spire that stretches 24.85 metres. It will
also boast a penthouse residence mea-

suring 7,799 square feet. The building,
located on the southeast corner of Bay
and Adelaide Streets, is scheduled to
be completed by December 2010.
Other claims to fame: Most of the 118
residences will have 11- and 12-foot ceilings, while some will have 13-foot ceilings. Residents will have full access to
the 5-star services and amenities of the
Trump International Hotel chain.

Most expensive suite and
most storeys: 1 Bloor
A Hong Kong businessman reportedly set a new benchmark for the country’s most expensive piece of real estate
pie when he scooped up the 7,500square-foot penthouse suite for a cool
$25 million. But who could blame him?
It takes up the entire 80th floor of the
skyscraper and features an indoor infinity, or “vanishing edge,” pool that
runs up to a floor-to-ceiling plate-glass
wall, giving swimmers an incredible –
albeit creepy – view of the city.
Other claims to fame: Bazis International's 592-unit tower made headlines
when real estate agents, brokers and
other buyers camped out for eight days
in November for their chance to stake
claims to the prestigious address, which
will also feature an 8-storey hotel. Construction is set to begin in September,
with residents scheduled to arrive in
late 2011.

Most awesome amenities:
Beauty, as they say, is in the eye of
the beholder. That's why it's impossible
to award a prize for most luxurious
amenities. Instead, here are some of the
interesting extras these properties hope
will woo buyers.
Aura: Amenity spaces are still in the
works but are slated to include a “highperformance” fitness centre that lists
NBA star Steve Nash and Tour de
France champ Lance Armstrong among
its investors.
1 Bloor: Hotel spa with an infinity
pool, double-height fitness centre, 24hour concierge staff and parking valets,
access to hotel housekeeping and room
service.
Trump: Round-the-clock use of two
chauffeured Mercedes, a sushi and martini bar, a 10,000-square-foot health club
and spa.
These are, of course, just a sampling
of the developments that are putting
Toronto on the luxury condominium
map. And with more than 150 condo
projects now being proposed in the city,
new claims to fame could already be in
the making.
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The “fins” that extend
across the top of 1 Bloor
were inspired by the
1957 Cadillac.
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Trump International Hotel &
Tower will be connected to
the PATH system, the 27kilometre underground
shopping, dinning and entertainment concourse linking
downtown Toronto.
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Such a big head needs a lot of space

Megalomaniac shock jock Howard Stern has
just paid $15.1 million for a cluster of three condo
units listed together in Manhattan. He already
owns the 4,000-plus-square-foot penthouse right
above them, on the 54th floor of the Millennium
Tower. The acquisition more than doubles the
amout of space Stern occupies in the building.
The Christie's listing sheet notes that the
apartment is in “triple-mint condition” and its
eight rooms – inlcuding a state-of-the-art home
office and a magnificent library – could easily be
reconfigured into four bedrooms, each with its
own ensuite bath. The condo has panoramic
views of bridges, rivers, Central Park and the
skyline.
Stern, 53, is also building a 16,000-square-foot
mansion in Southampton, NY, and is renting
an oceanfront home nearby in the meantime.

A case of shrinkage for Burt Reynolds?
Actor and hair-transplant poster boy Burt
Reynolds has dropped the asking price of his
waterfront mansion in Hobe Sound, Florida,
from $12,900,000 to $10,500,000.
Built in 1975 and originally listed two years
ago for $15 million before later being reduced
to $12,900,000, Reynolds’s home sits on three
acres and adjoins a state park, according to listing information. Features include seven baths, a
billiard room, a cinema room, a private twobedroom guest house and “large yacht dockage.”
The listing puts the mansion’s size at 12,538
square feet. Reynolds's spokesperson Jeffrey
Lane told the Wall Street Journal, “There’s just
no need at this stage in his life for something
so huge.”

Urban living not for Urban
Academy Award-winning actress Nicole Kidman and her country singer husband Keith
Urban have traded in their Nashville home for
one in the little burg of Franklin, Tennesssee.
Kidman and Urban’s 4-bedroom 7,000-plussquare-foot city house sold for $2.36 million –
$90,000 below their asking price. According to
the listing, features of the home include fiveand-a-half baths, public areas opening to a covered terrace, a pool, a spa and a three-car garage.
Meanwhile, the pair, who were married in
2006, spent $2.45 million on two adjacent properties totalling 36 acres in Franklin – on a street
where Urban used to live with supermodel Niki
Taylor. Kidman and Urban also have a home in
Sydney, Australia.
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